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PART ONE — AUTOMATIC PISTOLS
CHAPTER OMNE — DESCRIPTION
SECTION 1
GEMNERAL CHARACTERISTICS-
AUTOMATIC PISTOL CAL. 45, M1911 AMD M1911A1

1. DESCRIPTION,

a. The Automatic Pistols, Cal. 45, M1911 and MI1911A1, are recoil-
operated, magazine-ted, seif-loading hand weapons {fAigs. 1, 2, and 3).
The pas generated from a cartridge fired in either pistol is utilized to
extract and eject the empty cartridge case, cock the hammer, and force
the siide to the rearmost position, thereby compressing the recoil spring.
The action of the recoil spring forces the slide forward. This feeds a

live cartridge from the magazine into the chamber leaving the weapon
ready to fire again.

b. The M1911A1 Pistol 1s a modification of the M1911 Pistol, (figs.
2 and 4) but its operation is exactly the same and the differences do not
affect the maintenance. In the model M1911A1 the differences are:

(1) The tang of the grip safety is extended to provide better pro-
tection for the hand.

{2) A clearance cut is made on the receiver for the trigger finger.

{3) The face ni the trigger is cut back and knurled.

{4) The mainspring housing is ratsed in the form of a curve to fit
the palm of the hand and is knurled.

{5) The top of the front sight is widened, rear notch widened .

¢. The pistol is designed to fire CARTRIDGE, ball, Cal. .45, M1911.
The magazine holds seven cartridges. The upper cartridge is stripped
from the magazine and forced into the chamber by the forward motion
of the slide. The pistol fires once at each squeeze of the trigger. When
the last cartridge 1n the magazine has been fired, the slide remains open.
The magazine catch is then depressed and the magazine is forced cut
by the magazine spring. The rate of fire i1s limited only by the ability
of the operator to insert magazines and to squeeze the trigger

2. GENERAL DATA.

a. Characteristics.

Barrel.
Calhber of bore . . . _ . _ .. o 0.45 in
Number of grooves. . ... ... ... ... L. 6 In.
Twist tn rifling, umform L. H, {(one turn) . . ... .. .. .. ... 16 1.
Length of barrel . . . .. . .. . . 503 1n.
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