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FM 23233

PART ONME

PISTOLS, AUTOMATIC; CALIBER .45, M1911 AND MI?11A1

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1. General
. Frurpose and Scope,

(1} The purposc of this manaal is to provide
a source of information ko individual seldiers and
guidelines 1o instructors on the pisiol and revolver.
The material presented for the imlividoal soldier
includes  mechanical  training, marksmanship
training. and ather inEprmatinn peraming 1o the
care an<t hundling of the weapons. The advice to
instrucioes chapters are not intended as final splu-
tions, bt as starting ppints for commanders Lo
use i establishing a training program for the
paslol and revolyer,

{2) Where trathing to the pistol and revolver
13 similar, reference iz made to the paragraph
pertaintng to the pistel that mav be used for
training in the revolver. Where pertinent, simpirv
culstitute the word revofver Tor prstof

O fmparioaer of fisiol ard Revolver Trrining,
The pistel amdt revolver are individoal weapons
tntended primarily for self-defense in rlose com-
bick. Thew are rarried iy members of weapnns and
atrcraft crews and used as side arms in military
polive chaties. The saldier muzt keep his seapon in
el working eomitition and have the atmost con-
filence in hix marksmanship ability. This abilitr
can e aciuired onlyr through study and practical
frannng.

r Maowral of Aris, Instructions in 1the Manual
of Arms for the Pistol Revodver s med discassed
in thix manual. Detailz en thiz =ubjecl are foundd
in FAL 25, Dvilf ared Ceremonies,

2. Changes

Lzers of thi= publication are enconrapged ke zgb-
mat vevommentded chinge: or comments 1o im-
prove the publication, Comments should be keved
to the specific puee, pieragraph, and line of the

text in which ihe change is recommended. Ress-
ons wifl be provided for each comment to insure
anderstanding and complete evaluation. Com-
ments should be prepared using DA Form 2028
{ Becommended Changes to Publications) and for-
warded direct to the Commandant, TS Army
Armor School, Fort Knox, Kentuclky  A0121.

3. General Description

«. Pigtol. The 1"isiol, Auvtomatie, Caliber 45,
MIY11AL, [(he. 1) 15 a semiankomatie, recoil-
operated, magazine-fed, hand weapon, The pizstol
fires one round each ftme the trigger is pulled.
The e¢nergy needex]l io nperate the pistol comes
from the recoll created by the rearward forcee
of exprauiing powder gases of a fired round,

b, Magazive. The magazine [fig. 2) holds seven
cartridpes. The upper cartridge 15 stripped from
the magazine and chambered by the forward
mniement of the slide. When the last cartridge
from the mawazine has been lred, the shiide re-
Meiies 1o Ehe resr.

e, Rate of Fire. The rate of fire 12 limited omnly
v the =zoldier's abilitv f» change magazines
rapidly, aim, and fire.

4. Differences in Models

The MTH11 pistol i= no lohger o =tanclard weapon
For the TS Army and only a few remain in the
inventory, These will b modified as Lthey appear
in maintenanee channels. The differences belween
the 31971 and MIH11A1 pislols are minor anl
all parts are interchangenble, The MIDTTALL de
vefloped from the A9T1, was tinmdefied as follows:

. The Tront sight was widened.

F. The netrk in the rear s1pht was widenerd to
eorrespnnd Lo The Tront sight.
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Figure 1. Putal, Automatic, Colider 35, Mrsiid].

£. The tang on the grip safety was extended to
protect the hand.

d. The mainspring housing was knorled and
curved to fit the hand.

e A tle.arapce cub was made on the receiver for
the trigger finger.

7. The face of the trigger was cut back and
knurled.

5. Genoral Dalo

Diameter pf bore D45 In

T JRF U

MNumber of lands and groeves o

Length of barrel
Rilling, left hand, one torn in _
Length overall ..
Weight:

With empty magarine

With leaded magatine (T romnds} __ ..
HeighE of front sight sbove axis of hore
Sight radivs __ . _____. = ,
Chamber pressure [meximum) _. _.____
Muzzle velocity {maximum) .. ... _____.
MHaximum range
Maximom effeetive range
Trigger pull
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