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! PREFACE

This book is the second in our series of small arms tr::r.:hnin::_ﬂl manuals__. in.d 1t hrepré-a{{:rtf
something of a departure from the original U.S. Atmy pubhcathnﬁ nn. wt%'ui': i is _. dhiﬁmﬂ;
fave added several photos and sequences which were not shown in any of the . n.r-qi m " s
and we have used different camera angles m many other photos, in order m-%ﬂ{:“ Ef '-Ed N
view ob the uperarioms being petformed. 1t s hoped that these chanpes will be viewed a
improvements upon the original texes.

i We have abso strayed rather far aficld in writing the a'ntrpdu::.f-:mn- cha}_wn;r :mfh:: lﬂ?mﬁdi
. the M 1. Since the available space would not permit a :_‘IE'tElllr:d hiscary ot ,[ En.t e, nﬂfrd.;i;lr
quate hivgraphy of John €. Garanul, himselt .' the chapret focuses on rhe lTlnlg :3 T;:t;r:: l;mm;mff;
ment process which led to its adoption. It is hoped that _rhe chapter m_ =+ 1 qp!pi“mn' .
of the background ot this remarkuble weapon and 1ts mportant place 1 military history.

W e would also like o express our thanks to Sprit‘nj_,rﬁ{?!r.ifﬁrmnr:;, IEL' L:if (-_1]:3151'5':{}., iﬂlin;:i,_
for providing information and the photo of their version of the T 26 " Tanker arand, surels
one of the most legendary side lights to the M 1 story.

The real “stars” of the baok, however, are the Tare %u.'n-.i {-Et:-:,mf;i!'lﬁl"'lnﬁ u,-eﬁ'_[juv? n'h|.-:!_1”lwil:.'1 “i:;
able to phetozraph, tharks te three of the ﬁﬁe:a[ an:d friendiicst ;;u.z} ln.,ﬁh,...n rll:a L];[l'l:‘ ;:;L{ [:: ::!mT
hope o meet. Rt Dooglas, of [hinedin, Flicida :*"-'“'L_lld “E“ﬂ}\?‘“t wil liid;;-m i..k.:,..f;'hﬁi;rft-
imapine lertmg someene take 2 wcrewdriver 1o 18 tar Tll“f sake of « 11“1?; [ ) i U,_-'h ;}-,M -
ocee, o Sehring, Floridia, trekked home, some sINty nlu 03, T.:u Ten:hT m f “.;j;kj:]n.rl'l{.Lﬁ;;{-i-ed
wer oamukd Th[_‘la_?ﬂTéth il AT & gun show! Finally, Ronnie B.UUC_T' h.][ L.'LHU_“:IT[“. ilj'll.h- dw.'ll----'r?lm.
e o hie home rwice £ exemine ad photogiaph several primed preces from i .Elér o [
incheline the extremely s A ey e, et enly LS Ff”“mf have an-._u.i I]_:F__'Il'_LL
collectioms of malicary fles atowrnd, bur his charmimg wic, R"J‘“ml‘:ﬂ' ’}I,EHH in lugs hoabby st
terest ansd enthusiasm o macch his own. Seme guys ALt have it all

.
\-

Fioure 1. [7.5 Riffe. Culiber 30, M 0
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Intreductory Chapter
“Origins and Development of the M 1 Garand”
By Jeff Lesemann

“The M I rifle is the greatest baitle mstrument ever devised "’
Ciencral George 5. Patton

(hn first glance, Patton seems o have heen making another of the sweeping CRARZETATIONS
which characterized so many of his public statements. But was it reably such an exaggeration?
In order to propetly understand the M 1 rifle and the reputation that it earmned. we ought 10
examine the complex story of its development. We must also remember the contexr in which
General Parton’s high praise was given. Only then can the relative merits and drawbacks ot
rhe M 1 Garand be accurately weighed.

The semi-autamatic military rifle had its ongins 1n one of the most unlikely places imaginable.
General Manue! Mondragon, of the Mexican Army, was something of a ballistics cxpert and
| ‘he invenror of a straight-pull bolt action rifle, in which the belt handle cammed a oranng
Lolt face to unlock the breech and open the acton, These tifles, which are now exrremely tare,
were chambered in an equally rare 5 mm caliber. while General Mondragon was serving as Mex-
iwo's Military Atrache’ 1o France, he develoned his bolr action rifle into a practical. gas-operared,
seri-automatic weapon. 1n 1907 he patented the rifle in the United Stares, and he then had
i+ built by S.LG.. in Switzerland. The Mexican Agmy accepred the rifle for service and placed
an initial order for 4,000 pieces. Production began in 1912, but the outhreak of World War
| interrupted delivery after only 4 handful of tifles had reached Mexico. Instead, they went to
Germany, where they were isued ra the Flving Comps. General Mondragon was caught up in
| the turmoil of Mexico's revolution of 1916, Jfter which he and his remarkakble ritle hoth faded
into nhscuriry.

Figure 2. Mondragon semi-aunnmadiic T
Frimm the collection of Bommee Ratler

The Mondragen semi-automatic rifle (see fig. - ) was a remarkable and well made weapon.
with a number of advanced features, including a gas cut-off. which had the effect of converting
vhe tifle hack to a straight-pull bolt action, and A bolt disconnector, enabling the bole to be
| opened manually for loading and cleaning. Some models of the rifle also Featured a derachable
hox magazine, with a capacity of up o rwenty rounds. |0 was chambered for the excellent ¢
mm Mauser cactridee, and the bolt was designed with four extremely strong locking lugs. [see
fie.d ) Considering the difficultics which were to plague the development of 2 successful semi-
I autumatic military rifle, this ohscure pioneer showed rruly remarkable sophistication:

The next semi-aufomatic rifle to be developed, and the first 1o be presented to the U5, Arms
for rrials, came from a Danish inventor, with the exrraordinarily appropriate name of Saren
Bang. His rifle was submirred tor tests at Springfiefd Armory in 1211 and it showed considerable
pramise. [t was another was-operated design, with a method of operation that harkened back
ro some of the early experiments of John Browning. On Bang's tifle, a funnel-like cap was fitred
over the muzzle. As the buller passed by, the gasses Lehind it filled the cap and pushed it for-
- ward. operaring the action through linking arms. 1 all worked guite well, bur the rifle suffered
from severe overheating problems, which were never solved. In 1927 Bang submitted another
rifle. bur it too, was unsuccessful. Mr. Bang was not heard from agan.

The French developed a semi-autumatic e i 1916, which was buile at the St Erienne
Arsenal. (see fie. 4 ) Alchough it was tuilt in subsrantial numbers and issued to French teoops
roward the end of World War [, this gas-operared weapon. built around che rimmed B mm Lebel
cartridge, was taly an armorer's nightmare! {see tiv. 5} Borh the bolt and the magazine were

AR 760 SR prone to failure, and the Sr. Erienne passed from the scene following the end of World War L.
Esul '
In keeping with the mrermarional fAavor of this story, the next entry 10 the semi-automaric
Firure 3. 5.1G. Facnmy cli-auay hoto ot ; sweepsoxes came from a Chinese mnventer! T.E. Liu, of China's Hangvung Arsenal, Frale twn
Mombragom sifle. Corertess of Reminie Burlsr. slightly diferent ras-operated tifles, which were cubinireed in 1918, They used the gds-cap idea,

previously tried on the Bang ritle, but they were equally snsuccesstul., The problem with rhis






